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NEC BRIEFING 5 Gctober 1954

RYTUATIOR IR VIETHAE
i. hlements favoriag and oppozing Diem goverpment still

approximately in balapce,

4. OUpposiition led by Generalg Hish, Xean, and

Vien,
I. Hish, as chief of staff, holds over head of
governmeat threst of armed coup, zlthough

25X1
loyalty of arey s a whele Lo Hinh uncertais.

General Vien iz self-styled "general,” lerder
of Bink Xuyen gangeter organization which supplyk:
large part of Bao Dai’s income.

General Xuan represents no one; like Hinh, he

iz French citizen and officer in Freanch Aramy.

This greup met with Mioh on evening of 4 October,

demainded virtuanl surrender of governument suthority

10 themselves,

Or preceding duy, however, Eao Dai coanferred with

111.

Aubassador Heath on Siviera, and told him thai: he hacksd

~of Diem, distrusted Zusn, and preferred that Hinh not

be given cabinet post.
5 Bao Dai =maid conflict between these views and

[ 3

thogse in 1 October telegram was due to drafting
eryor.
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5. Bao Dai in Hegsth interview, made no refereunce
to Binh Zuyen, he @&y geill count oo this strong-
arm outfit as instrument of his political strength.

C. [eo Dai told Heath he wants Hinh to reniis A8
chief of stalf,

1. Heath apd Ely see no alterunative.
1Y, French agreewmeni, i lust weeks ¥ashington taiks, lo
back Diem greatly improves his prospects, provided
¥rench stick to promise; this 18 by DO weans assured.

&, Ely's deputly, Daridan, 1is strongly anti-Diewm,

E. Daridan, in coaversation with embossy officer,
professed to believe U5 interested only in
keeping Diem as powerless figurehend.

. Our embassy in Faris reporis strong pressure oOn
French goveranment 10 appease Yiet Miph, swh &
policy would preclude whole-hearted cc-operation
with Vietnawmese natiosalimts.

L. But Mendes-Frapce on 3 October, after reiterating
Freuch misgivings as to Diem's ability, told
Secretary Dulles he would give premier ‘good iry.’

v. Diem's oppouents may simmer down for time being, but
he still faces protracted fight o ensure control,
4. He can't count on real loyaliy of any of axisting

politico-military groups.
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He wust gnin coatrol of arsy before stable

government is possibie.

He wumt build some semblapce of political party
sround hiwm.

Represeniation of Cuo Bai snd Hoa Heo ic goverument
dating from 24 September copziituienr submtsstial
iporement in organised poligical strengtih, bhut
Diem needs other strength 1o offzet self -zeeking

of these grouwps.

¥hile governwent in Jouth unable to get on its feet,

Viet Mish undertakiog exteasive aray recrganlsrtion,

N
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This virtuslly double pre-truce divisional sirength
of ¢ iafantey, 1 artiliery.

4im iw to develop modern arwsy of greater fire
power, c¢apabie of large-scale operstiocns.

Chinese aid, illegrl oader Geneva agrespent,

wmaking this build-up possible.

Already, aid shipments since trude have resulted

in 50 percent increlwse iu artiliery waapous, hb.ve

included eonough mortars snd recolilliess rilles
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for five infantry divisions. On 28 Zeptewber,
155mm artiilery reportaedly moved by rail in
wicipity of border town of Lang 3on.

F., Viet Minh, failing victory &t polle is 158«
could esploy forces for rapld militsry conguest.

Luother Vici Eish activity: establishment of “repentance
camp, oear Banot.

A. This for puriliication of former civil sgrvapis
and go-cslled intellectualy desiriag Viet Winh's
vpardon

B. These bBourgoulisie will examine thelr cousciences,
wecuse themeelves of past faulits, prepare to

becore citizens of new demooracy.,’
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